About Rapunzel Let Down
A Cautionary Tale that needs a Caution for the Reader
I have received some questions asking why I am saying that Rapunzel Let Down is a heavier and
harsher book than the other books in the series. In some ways, it's so very different from the other
books that I seriously contemplated releasing it as a different series altogether. However, it is still
a Fairy Tale Novel, told in the same manner as the others, part of the same universe and involving
some of the same characters.
However, it is clearly a book for older readers of the Fairy Tale Novels, and I am happy that
there are now so many of them who are ready for a book like this one. Although I wrote this book
in 2004, I am only publishing it now, because I feel many of the fans have grown up and are facing
deeper and darker questions about human relationships and the problems of human sexuality.
This is a book for them.
I will try to inform you of the contents of this book without giving away the story. Please
forgive the abstract and ponderous and somewhat allegorical language as I attempt to do so. The
story is hopefully not as didactic as it may sound below.
This book presumes that the reader has already become acquainted with the sad state of
human sexuality, and knows something of the sorrows and the burdens of the loss of innocence,
and the banal sexual depravity that taints so much of our lives. This is a book for readers who are
searching earnestly for answers to those problems, even subconsciously, and who need hope.
What does this have to do with the fairy tale Rapunzel? Everything.
Rapunzel Let Down is the story of a young couple in love who falls from grace and innocence
into mortal sin, which lacerates and divides them, seemingly forever. Consequences of their
actions deal them a stunning blow that plunges both of them into suffering and drives them
forward on a dark and lonely journey. Each seeks to escape that wound, and along the way each
encounters cunning and dangerous dragons who promise to solve their problems, the problems of
human sexuality.
The dragons come out in their full colors in this book: prostitution, pornography, forced
abortion, rape, lesbianism, homosexuality, child molestation, and vicious hatred of the other sex
all make an appearance. Characters speak openly about sexual aberrations using blunt and profane
language. While very little is graphically shown, many things are frankly discussed as possible
solutions to the problem of man and woman, and their genius for wounding one another.
As an author, I usually try my best to use veiled language to convey harsher topics. In my
previous books I was able to touch on some of the above subjects obliquely. But when I set out to
write this book, I realized I was writing for a different audience entirely.
This book is not for readers who are innocent of the above dragons. Parents, please do not
allow me to initiate your child into these particular evils! I have never had a desire to be edgy in
order to be cool, to push the envelope, or to give a tour of secret sins, even to warn against them. If
your sons or daughters are innocent of any or all of the above topics, please don't let them read
this story. Read it yourself and judge when they will be ready for it.

But if your sons and daughters have already seen the dismal state of the human condition, if
they are sad and struggling, if they are questioning and angry, then this is a good book for them. I
hope to give some answers and some hope.
You see, my purpose is not to inform readers of these evils: I'm telling this tale for those of us
who are already sick at heart over them. The only reason I'm offering to walk readers through this
dark valley is to show them the passionate glory of the heights and mountains that lie beyond it.
There is something of the epic about this tale, and perhaps that's why I felt that for once, the
dragons had to be shown in their true size and shape.
Some stories just come along, seize the author by the throat, and demand to be
written. Rapunzel Let Down was one of those tales. It was a terrifying roller-coaster of a book to
write, and I hope it will be to read. And I would be grateful beyond words if it helps readers of
either sex find healing, forgiveness, and courage in their relationship with one another.
Asking for your prayers, I remain
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